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MISSION
The mission of the Colorado 
Mesa University Foundation 
is to strengthen educational 
opportunities at Colorado Mesa 
University through the generation 
and distribution of all gift assets. 
The foundation serves as the 
depository for all charitable gifts 
and acts in a fiduciary capacity as 
exclusive agent for donor activity.

FOUNDATION
STAFF
Liz Meyer 
Foundation CEO

Jeff Doyle  
Foundation CFO 

Tina Kleespies  
Foundation COO, Director of Annual Giving

Rick Adleman 
Associate Director of Development

Jared Meier 
Director of Alumni Relations

Crystal Manzanares 
Development Officer

Kevin Bates 
IT Administrator

Mary Morrison 
Development Associate

Deborah Vigil 
Staff Accountant 

CONTACT
970.248.1902
foundation@coloradomesa.edu
SupportingCMU.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2016-2017

Left to right, top to bottom:  
Tish Starbuck, President;  
Brook Blaney, Vice President; 
Clara Brown-Shaffer, Secretary/
Treasurer; Lee Ann Shobe, Past 
President; Mike Blackburn; Louis 
Buescher; Larry Copeland; Jane 
Foster; Margaret Goodhue; Glenn 
McClelland; Michael Santo; Quint 
Shear; David Vindiola; Kristin Mort
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I
’m always struck when I 
walk around campus by the 
interconnectedness of the  
CMU family.

We have siblings attending school 
here, cousins, husbands and 
wives. Some of our students are 
second- or even third-generation 
attendees. Their parents and 
grandparents went to school  
here when it was Mesa State or 
Mesa Junior College.

Many of our faculty members and 
staff are CMU graduates. In some 
cases their children are students. 

That we have that long tradition 
of passing down Maverick values 
speaks to the quality of the 
institution we’ve all built.

You can read about a few of the 
people and institutions that have 
a long and consistent history of 
supporting CMU in this report. 
The Brownson family, Dalby 
Wendland and Co. and Doug and 
Jamee Simons of Enstrom Candies 
are wonderful examples of people 
with a long-running commitment 
to making CMU a great university.

They are hardly the only ones, 
though. Our new Foundation 
CEO, Liz Meyer (pictured above), 
may not be a CMU grad, but she is 

a Grand Junction native, and her 
family has a long relationship with 
CMU. In fact, she has the same 
job her mother, Kathy Herzog, had 
from 1991 to 1998. 

Liz takes great pride, I’m sure, in 
pointing out to her mother that 
it is on her (Liz’s) watch that the 
Foundation for the first time in its 
55-year history funded $1 million in 
scholarships from the endowment. 
But she would be the first to 
acknowledge that her mother 
helped lay the groundwork for 
what the Foundation is doing today.

Funding $1 million in scholarships 
is a significant milestone for 

CMU. But we don’t intend to stop 
here. We still must contend with 
reduced state funding. That has 
become a fact of life for CMU. To 
continue to grow and become 
even better our alumni and the 
community, as they have done for 
a long time, must continue to be 
a key part of the mix that makes 
CMU the institution we all want  
it to be.  

Sincerely,

 

Tim Foster, President
Colorado Mesa University
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FOR STUDENTS

CONTINUING 
OUR SUCCESS

See the financial highlights 
and learn about the progress 
and commitment of donors.

Dalby Wendland 
strengthens the accounting 
program at CMU.

The Brownson family has been 
giving to CMU since before 
the creation of the Foundation.

Recognizing Colorado Mesa 
University donors.

Investing in the  
community  that has been  
so good to them.

Invest now —  
keep CMU strong.

AN INSIDE LOOK
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NUMBERS UP FRONT
FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
The 2015–16 Fiscal Year saw significant donations given through 
the Colorado Mesa University Foundation. These investments 
provide scholarships and fund perpetual endowments, campus 
expansion and support programs. 

Gifts received $4,390,588

Number of donors 4,491

Scholarship dollars awarded $1,181,172

Endowment value $24,561,240

Increase in Number 
of Donors

Increase in Scholarship 
Dollars Awarded

All gifts support  
students. No fees are 
taken from donations.

Endowment Value
In Millions of Dollars

Gifts Received
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MORE THAN 
ONE MILLION 
AWARDED
In 1962, then Mesa Junior 
College awarded a mere 
$3,175 in scholarships.  
Fast-forward 53 years.  
In fiscal year 2016, the CMU 
Foundation awarded, for  
the first time, more than  
$1 million in scholarships. 
That remarkable increase 
didn’t happen without a lot of 
work by a substantial number 
of individuals. And certainly 
not without a tremendous 
amount of support for the 
University, particularly from 
those individuals, businesses 
and families that give to CMU 
year after year after year. As 
CMU enrollment has grown 
over the years, so, too, have 
their gifts. These supporters 
are critical to the success of 
the University. Here are a few 
of their stories. è

Scholarships Awarded by Year
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I
t’s difficult to speak to most 
members of the Brownson 
family without CMU coming 
up at some point in the 

conversation. The family has 
a spider web of connections 
to the University. For starters, 
nearly every Brownson has 
either graduated from or 
attended CMU at some point in 
the past 70-plus years, starting 
with Bud Brownson in 1945.

He arrived at what was then 
Mesa Junior College after a 
short stint in the Army at the 
end of World War II. It was on 
the at-the-time small campus of 
Mesa where he met his soon-
to-be wife, Phyllis, a business 
student and part-time employee 
in the office of the dean of men. The two married, 
moved into what was known then as Veterans' 
Housing on campus, and started a family. They never 
forgot the junior college where they met. 

Brownson family giving to CMU began about the 
same time Bud was playing football. His father would 
become the first in a long line of Brownson CMU 
supporters. Brownsons, in fact, were giving to CMU a 
full 25 years before the CMU Foundation 

was created. They have been generous, consistent 
donors ever since. 

Family members prefer not to talk about how much 
money they have given over the decades. But 
generousity is obvious. There’s the Brownson Arena, 
for example, named in recognition of their support. 
But there are also at any time during the school year 
nearly a dozen CMU students who are recipients of 
one of 11 Brownson family endowed scholarships. 

The endowment was established in 1984 by Bud  
and Phyllis.

It started with one football scholarship and has 
grown over the years to include a second for 
football, scholarships for basketball, baseball, soccer, 
volleyball, music and business. There’s also one for 
a WCCC student and one minority scholarship. In 
addition, Bud and Phyllis' son, Sandy, and his wife, 
Holly, have endowed a District 51 Scholarship that 
goes to a student who attended Pomona Elementary 
School and participated in the early literacy  
mediation program. 

Add it all up and that’s 11 students every year who are 
the beneficiaries of the Brownsons’ generosity.

It is donors like the Brownsons who have helped the 
CMU Foundation award in 2016, for the first time in 
its 55-year history, $1 million in scholarships. That 
milestone has been years in the making. The CMU 
Foundation endowment is nearly $25 million and 
funds over 250 named scholarships.

A FAMILY LEGACY

Above: Phyllis West, Mesa Junior College Homecoming 
Queen, 1948 (seated at top); Top Right: Bud Brownson, 
1948; Right: Phyllis West, 1948; Bottom Left: Phyllis 
Brownson, 2016

At any time during the school year at CMU nearly  
a dozen students on campus are recipients of one of  

eleven Brownson family endowed scholarships.
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“Phyllis Brownson and her family are the perfect 
example of donors who step up every year,” said 
Liz Meyer, the CMU Foundation CEO. “Without the 
sustained giving that we get from the Brownsons and 
other generous, civic-minded people, CMU would not 
be the vibrant institution that it is today.“ 

Today there are literally hundreds of CMU alumni in all 
walks of life around the world who were recipients of 
a Brownson scholarship and owe at least part of their 
success to the Brownson family.

That’s what Phyllis Brownson wants to talk about and  
the fact that she is a firm believer that CMU is a high-
quality school, where students can get the education 
they need to compete in the 21st century.

One recent morning she and her son, Sandy, sat 
around her kitchen table and reminisced about Bud 
Brownson’s days as a Mesa Junior College football 
player, what the school was like then and what it’s like 
now. It certainly doesn’t look anything like it did in 
the middle of the 20th century. But, Phyllis said, there 
has been one constant: CMU is and has always been 

a school with quality instruction, a school where 
every student has access to his or her professors, 
where students can get quality education at a 
reasonable price.

That is a message echoed by the CMU Foundation. 

“Our job at the Foundation is made easier by 
the fact that CMU is an easy sell,” said Meyer.  
“No institution can afford to be content with the 
way things are,” said Meyer. “We work constantly 
and diligently to make CMU a more vital learning 
environment for more students every year.”

Phyllis Brownson remembers fondly her days at Mesa 
Junior College. She loved the college then, and 
she loves the CMU she often visits today when she 
attends concerts or football or basketball or volleyball 
games. 

“Mesa,” which she prefers to call it, rather than CMU, 
“is a good school.” It’s been good for her and her 
family. They, in turn, have been good to  
the University. u

To hear CMU senior Michael 
McGovern tell it, a scholarship is 
the ticket not just to an education, 
but, more importantly to him, 
options after graduation.

Thanks to a $3,000 Brownson 
Family Scholarship, he has been 
working on a double major in 
business management and 
sports management with a 
minor in accounting. When he 
graduates in December not only 
will his monthly outlay for debt 
repayment be smaller, he will 
have two distinct career tracks 
to pursue. Less debt gives him a 
jumpstart on his financial future, 
and two skill sets give him an 
edge in the job market. 

“I was lucky to get this scholarship,” 
he said. “A scholarship is a huge 
deal for me. The whole reason I 
came back to CMU was to keep 
tuition low. The scholarship is 
much more than just paying for 

school. It gives me an opportunity 
to grow financially a little bit 
earlier. It’s a huge weight off  
my shoulders,” he said. “I’m  
very thankful.”

“I like to keep my options open. 
I’m not set on one thing. I’m going 
to take the best opportunity I  
have when I get out of school – 
the best fit.”

McGovern, after graduating from 
Grand Junction High School in 
2011, played baseball at Trinidad 
State Junior College for two 
years and two more at Friends 
University in Nebraska. With his 
collegiate baseball career at an 
end he returned to finish at CMU. 
“I guess you could say I’m on the 
six-year plan,” he said.

Tuition may be lower at CMU 
than at some other schools, but 
McGovern has no doubt the 
quality of education is just as 
good if not better than elsewhere.

“It’s a prestigious university. The 
facilities really impress me.”

They may impress him, but he 
is quick to add it’s not just brick 
and mortar that make a great 
school. What makes a school 
great is quality teachers. “CMU is 
becoming a big school,” he said. 
“But it’s not so big that you lose 
connection with your professors. I 
can go talk to any of my teachers 
and get personal help and advice. 
At a big university with 200 kids in 
a class that’s pretty hard to do.” u

SCHOLARSHIP 
GIVES OPTIONS

Above: Michael McGovern, recipient of a 
Brownson Family Scholarship.
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W
hen Doug and Jamee Simons talk about 
philanthropy and CMU, it’s not so much 
about what they have done in the past. 
That’s considerable, since they have 

been giving to CMU regularly since shortly after the 
two were students in the early 1970s.

What the owners of Enstrom Candies are more 
interested in is how they can do even more.

“CMU donations are a line item in the Enstrom 
Candies budget,” said Doug. It’s a line with a long 
upward trajectory.

“We’d like to do more,” said Jamee. And indeed, 
plans are well under way to do just that.

One project that will benefit CMU in coming years, 
spearheaded by Doug, is to donate the proceeds 
from the Rocky Mountain Open Golf Tournament to 
CMU athletics.

Doug put together a group that bought the rights 
to the Grand Junction tournament — the oldest 
continuously running golf tournament in Colorado. 
“We hope to endow a fund at the Foundation with 
those proceeds.”

The Simonses, including their two sons, Doug Jr. and 
Jim, and Enstrom Candies (it’s nearly impossible to 
separate the family from the company) understand 
this community has been good to them and in return 
they owe something to the community.

Giving to CMU is one way they repay that debt.

“We have spent our entire careers at the candy 
company doing a mail order business, importing a lot 
of dollars. So we feel a responsibility to support the 

wonderful institutions in the community,” said Doug. 
“CMU is such an economic driver for this community. 
It’s important to us that we support it. At the end of 
the day it comes back to you in spades.”

Enstrom Candies' support of CMU began with 
Jamee’s grandfather, Chet Enstrom. Among other 
things, while a senator in the late 1960s, he pushed 
the bill in the legislature to make Mesa Junior College 
a four-year institution. A scholarship in his name is 
still on the books. A few years ago Doug and Jamee, 
in addition to their other gifts to the school, began 
adding money to that scholarship.

Now, the two are starting to think about the next 
generation. Doug Jr. and Jim are Enstrom Candies 
employees. They have been given the responsibility of 
picking the recipients of the Enstrom scholarship.

It’s part of an effort by their parents to teach them the 
value of philanthropy. 

Jim, asked if he plans to continue the philanthropic 
efforts of three generations before him, has a simple 
one-word answer. “Absolutely.” u

A SWEET DEAL FOR 
CMU STUDENTS

Top: Jim, Doug, Jamee and Doug Jr. Simons
Above: Jamee Enstrom and Doug Simons,  
students at Mesa State College.
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E
stablish a good program 
and people will notice. 
Walter Dalby took note of 
the accounting program at 

Mesa College. In 1948 he founded 
the firm that evolved into Dalby, 
Wendland & Co., P.C., the largest 
home-grown accounting firm in 
western Colorado.

Dalby was an active Rotarian. 
More than 50 years ago the 
Rotary Foundation created a 
scholarship at CMU in his name. 
That scholarship still exists. It 
marked the beginning of Dalby 
Wendland’s long relationship and 
history of giving to the University.

That the University is good for the 
community is one reason to give. 
That it’s good for Dalby Wendland 
is another.

Dalby Wendland’s philosophy 
was simple. If the accounting 
program at CMU remained strong, 
Dalby would continue to be a 
consistent and generous donor. 
It has remained strong and Dalby 
Wendland has continued to be a 
donor for decades.

“When I joined Dalby Wendland 
in 1979 we were already doing 
a scholarship to accounting 
students,” said retired Dalby 
Wendland principal Dennis 
Wagner. “CMU’s accounting 
program was a good source for 
us for professionals. We got some 
good people out of that program. 
It was important to us to help 
people stay in the region.”

Dalby Wendland currently has 
17 CMU accounting graduates 
on staff, a full one-third of its 
accounting professionals. It also 
has routinely hired summer interns 
from CMU.

Sonya Foster, Dalby Wendland’s 
marketing manager, said, “It’s 
important that our organization 
is supportive of the community.” 
Giving to CMU is one way to do 
that.

She noted that Dalby Wendland 
has a long history of working 
closely with CMU accounting 
professors and that has paid 
dividends for the firm.

“It gives us the opportunity to 
support the students,” she said. 
“That’s important to us.”

The relationship of Dalby 
Wendland to CMU students goes 
beyond giving scholarships. Dalby 
Wendland, for example, regularly 
hosts mock interviews with 
students to prepare them for the 
real job interviews to come. 

The message to students from 
Dalby Wendland is simple. “We 
want to help you succeed,” Foster 
said. “We hope you consider 
public accounting and we hope 
you want to stay around here. And 
if you do, come talk to us.” u

KEEPING CMU ACCOUNTABLE

Below: Walter Dalby, founder of 
Dalby Wendland & Co., P.C.

Some of the many Colorado Mesa University graduates employed at Dalby Wendland.  
Back row, L to R: Shawn Kukulan, Staff Tax Accountant; Chris West, CPA and Tax Principal; 
Larry Terrell, CPA and Tax Manager; Jake Storey, Intern; Michael Brooks, CPA and Senior Tax 
Accountant; Steve Hovland, CPA and Audit Principal; Chris Allen, CPA and Audit Principal. 
Front row, L to R: Nikki Hanks, Executive Assistant; Jennelle Ochoa, Staff Tax Accountant; 
Jennifer Wright, Senior Tax Accountant; Lisa Thon-Kollar, CPA and Tax Manager; Loren Hofer, 
CPA and Senior Tax Accountant; Sonya Foster, Marketing Manager; Jaime Martinez, CPA and 
Tax Manager; Shannon Nelson, CPA and Firm Controller; Donna Hardy, CPA and Tax Principal; 
Amber Elsberry, CPA and Firm Senior Financial Accountant.
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VALEDICTORIAN
$100,000 and above

City of Grand Junction

The Daniels Fund

The Denver Foundation

El Pomar Foundation

Guardian Scholars

Peggy E. Foster

Max and Helen Krey

Mesa County Board of Commissioners

William S. Robinson Trust 

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
$50,000–$99,999

Altrusa Club of Montrose

Bacon Family Foundation

Ed and Lois Gardner

Montrose County Commissioners

Pinnacol Assurance

Rocky Mountain Health Plans

Rotary Club of Grand Junction

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
$25,000–$49,999

Herbert and Laura May Bacon

Gregory and Caryl Batdorf

Charles and Judy Black

Paul and Kobi Brown

Chevron 

Colorado Opportunity Scholarship Initiative

Community Hospital

Jalena Dayvault

FCI Constructors

The Goodwin Foundation

Home Loan Insurance

Marie T. Moore Trust

Shear Inc.

The Foundation for Colorado Community Colleges

US Bank

Western Slope Chapter Colorado Oil &  
Gas Association

CUM LAUDE
$10,000–$24,999

Alpine Bank

ANB Bank

Asphalt Specialists & Supply

Bank of the West

Jack Baumstark

Tilman and Pat Bishop

Thank you to our donors for their dedication to supporting student 

success at Colorado Mesa University. The following donors made 

gifts of $1,000 or more to the CMU Foundation between July 1, 

2015 and June 30, 2016. We also greatly appreciate the 4,000+ 

donors who are not listed but made a significant impact on the 

educational experience of all CMU students.

DONOR  
HONOR ROLL
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Brook S. Blaney

Phyllis Brownson

Sandy and Holly Brownson

R. Kelley and Nancy Burford

Rod and Nina Christ

LeeAnn Colloty

The Colorado Health Foundation

The Colorado Trust

Karen Combs

Gary and Christine Crone

Diagnostic Radiology Associates

Enstrom Candies

Fisher’s Liquor Barn

Tim and Lisa Foster

Grand Junction Kiwanis Foundation

High Country Beverage

Kids Voting of Mesa County

Donald A. MacKendrick

George McKinley Family

Nationwide Insurance

Tom and Jan Osborn

Patricia M. Powell

Doug and Hazel Price

ProSpace Interiors

Rocky Mountain Open

Michael Santo

Ron and Merry Sechrist

Shaw Construction

Sodexo

John and Elvera Tomlinson

TRUSTEES’ COUNCIL
$5,000–$9,999

H. Lee and Kay Ambrose

American Business Women’s Association

Anonymous

Cliff and Teresa Anson

Asset Engineering Limited

Dennis and Arlene Baker

Bank of America Foundation

Mike and Nikki Blackburn

Kevin and Valerie Brooks

Louis and Leonie Buescher

J. Reed and Lisa Bumgarner

Ben and Maxine Carnes

CenturyLink

Ed and Barbara Chamberlin

Colorado State Bank and Trust

David and Patricia Deters

Jeffrey C. Dinsmore

Ed Bozarth - Mark Miller Chevrolet

Steve and Lysa ErkenBrack

Terrance and Beverly Farina

Fishing League Worldwide

Fuoco Motor Company

April V. Gil

James R. Grisier

George Gromke and JoAnne Virgilio

Above: Scholarship recipients met their benefactors at the CMU 
Foundation Donors and Scholars event on September 9, 2015.  
Upper Left: Faculty member Donald MacKendrick; Upper Right: Patti 
and Chuck Shear; Right: Will and Tad Hutchins at the Ruth Powell 
Hutchins Water Center opening, October 1, 2015.
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Jamie and Debbie Hamilton

Bob and Judy Hanson

Ryan Heckman

JG Management Systems

Knute and Sandi Knudson

Gerd and Barbara Leopoldt

Brian and Linda Mahoney

Glenn and Jessica McClelland

Steve and Anne Meyer

Mountain Aire Medical Supply

Nightingale Western Slope

Patrick W. Page 

PNCI Construction

Dan and Elise Prinster

Kirk and Janine Rider

Janet Scheevel

Charles and Karen Scoggin 

James and Lee Ann Shobe

Donald Fiscus and Carole Strobl

Tointon Family Foundation

US Bank

Kevin and Lauren VanGundy

Derek and Adrianne Wagner

Western Orthopedics & Sports 
Medicine

George E. Wheeler

Whitewater Building  
Materials Corporation

PRESIDENT’S 
CIRCLE
$2,500–$4,999

4R Ranch

Rick and Staci Adleman

Advanced Title Company

Architectural Design West

Arch and Bonnie Archuleta

Bank of Colorado

Bank of the San Juans

Robert J. Bell

Bennett Wagner & Grody 
Architects

Gary and Robbie Berlin

Pete J. Borello Jr.

Barbara Borst

Charles and Robbie Breaux

Brad and Becky Brehmer

Carpetime

Central Distributing

Chamberlin Architects

Colorado Water  
Conservation Board

Joe and Jane Cruz

Dalby Wendland & Co.

The Denver Post

Carter and Lena Elliott

Family Health West

 
Freda Roof Memorial  
Scholarship Fund

Grand Junction Tennis Club

Grand Valley BOCES

John and Amy Griffin

Bob and Judy Hanson

Bill and Veronica Kappel

Doug and Kathy King 

Peggy Lamm

Leonard and Patricia Lapkin

Neal and Mary Locke

Mark and Karen Madsen

Scott and Mandie Mercier

Mesa Behavioral Medicine Clinic

Mesa County Crime Stoppers 

Bill and Patti Milius

Charlie K. Monfort

Montrose Memorial Hospital

Nexgen Communications

Timothy and Dara O’Hara

Scott Perry

Raymond J. Petersen

Paul Pletka and Nancy Benkof

Tedd and Joni Prokopis

Richard and Linda Pryor

Wanda W. Putnam

Quest Civil Constructors

Quimby Family Foundation

Redlands Lions Club

Above, L to R: The ribbon-cutting ceremony at the Tomlinson Library Grand Re-Opening, 
January 2016. Maxine Carnes, library benefactor. Right: On August 13, 2015 Colorado Mesa 
University’s state-of-the-art cycling center was named the Chamberlin Cycling Center in 
recognition of Ed and Barb Chamberlin's generous support of the center. 
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Kevin Reimer

Riverside Educational Center

Rockslide Brew Pub

Rocky Mountain Orthopaedic 
Associates

Doug and Sharon Schakel

Chuck and Patti Shear

Skyline Contracting

Strive

Strohm Link Family Foundation

Rick and Deanna Taggart

Timberline Bank

Trophy Case

Two-Way Communications

Which Wich

DISTINGUISHED 
SCHOLARS
$1,000–$2,499

Advanced Drilling

William and Jennifer Aker

AmCap Mortgage

John E. Amos 

Anonymous

Nancy J. Arnold

Becky Barbeau

Scott and Karla Barber

Richard and Cathy Barkley

Joel and Betty Bechtel

Larry and Winona Beckner

Benge’s Shoe Store

Tom and Nancy Benton

Robert and Vivian Beverly

Jona Bollinger

Bray & Company Real Estate

Breckenridge Ale House

Jeremy and Barbara Brown

Anthony Bullard

Michael and Dee Burke

Pat R. Burke

Catherine C. Burkey 

CAPCO 

Caprock Behavioral Services

Carl's Jr.

Daniel L. Carroll

City of Fruita

Michael and Mary Clarke

Clarke & Company

Colorado River Water 
Conservation District

Janice M. Copeland

Dr. Larry Copeland

Joseph and Stacy Cotroneo

Crescent Crown Distributing

Rusty and Agnes Crick

Stewart and Dawn Cruickshank

Maureen Curry

The Daily Sentinel

Delta County Memorial Hospital

Delta-Montrose Electric 
Association

Jason and Tara Dennison

Denver Water

Doris Denker Sports Foundation

Dos Rios Consulting

DoTopia

Double Tree Hotel

Richard J. Doubrava

Doyle’s Center for  
Financial Strategies

Dream Café

J C and Bethylin Driscoll

Robert and Terry Drury

James Eby

Employer Representatives

Robert and Barbara Engle

Famous Dave’s Bar-B-Que

Ferguson Enterprises

Valentin Fernandez, Jr.

Fiesta Guadalajara

Terry and Debra Fleming

Flunison Fund

Richard and Linda Gilmore

Laura J. Glad

Pat and Ruth Gormley

GJ Pipe and Supply

Grand Junction Subaru

Grand Mesa Chorus of Sweet 
Adelines, International

Grande River Vineyards

Grand Valley Tire Center

Grand Valley Water Users 
Association

Brien P. Guth

Hallam & Associates  
Insurance Agency 

Christopher and Nicole Hanks

William and Peggy Hanks

Kevin Hartmann

Edwin and Harriet Hawkins

Jack Hays

Kari Henningsen

Thomas and Claudia Henshall

William Hodgson

Gary L. Hollingsworth

Home Care of the Grand Valley

John and Penny Hopkins

Hoskin Farina & Kampf

Bryan and Christine Howard

HRL Compliance Solutions

HUB International Insurance 
Services

Impact Promotions

J & D Inspections 

David and Martha James

Jimmy'z Hamburgers

Kenneth R. and Kelly Johnson

Robert Johnson

Tyler and Jeena Jolley

Jolley Smiles

Doug Jones

Kansas City Chiefs

John Lamicq Ranches

Loralee Kerr

Kinder Morgan Foundation

Kent Kuddes

Stephen L. Laiche

David and Alesica Lansdown
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Daniel J. Linsacum

Craig and Joanna Little

Gaylon Reynolds and  
Linda Livingston

Paul and Trudy Lopez

Daniel and Tara MacDonald

John and Linde Marshall

Scott and Melinda Martin

Russ and Linda Martin

Bette Martin

Lee and L. Maxine Mathews

Kent and Sally Mathews

Darrel and Janet Mattivi

Richard and Lucy Mauger

Michael and Patsy May

Richard and Janet Maynard

Mays Concrete

McAlisters

McBride Hotels

Michael and Paula McCormick

Joseph and Bonita Merrill

Mesa Systems

JD and Donna Miller

Michael and Tony Moran

Kris Mort

Mark and Natalie Mountford

Jeff R. Murray

Museums of Western Colorado

Roy and Ruth Ness

Michael G. Neste 

Timothy and Carol Nielsen

NIRA Rocky Mountain Region

Northland Beverage

Michael and Camille Olson

Orchard Mesa Lions Club

Oliver and Danny Patterick

David and Katherine Patterson

Alejandro and Shelley Perez

Jack and Karen Perrin

Vincent and Maria Pfeifer

Stephen L. Phillips

Chuck and Deana Pipher

Powderhorn Ski Company

Pressing, Inc.

Paul and Barb Preston

Kevin and Jennette Price

James D. Pulsipher

Lloyd D. and Lora Quesenberry

Doug and Courtney Quimby

Jorgiea Raftopoulos

Razzmatazz

Doug and Robin Reed

Residence Inn & Courtyard  
by Marriott

Bertha Richards

Steve and Joan Ringel

Roberts Plumbing and Heating

Rocky Mountain Events

Rocky Mountain Forensic Services

Bryan and Erin Rooks

RoseCap Investment Advisors

Gordon Roth

Timothy Rowe and Heather Ogle

Rule Engineering 

Rush Realty

Scotty’s Muffler Lube Car Wash

Dan and Lisa Sharp

William and Betty Shoemaker

Bill and Jeanne Sisson

Whittney M. Smythe-Smith

Tom and Kathy Spicer

Robert and Katherine Stokes

Terry and Judy Sweet

Steven Teixeira

Bruce J. Thompson

Richard and Gaylene Thompson

Tiara Rado Animal Hospital

Jason and Lorren Timothy

Karma R. Timothy

Unifirst Mortgage

United Companies

Valley Restoration and 
Construction 

Village Inn

Carl and Betty Wahlberg

Gary and Kay Walla

Kathleen Wanzeck

Wally and Carol Wareham

Joseph and Sherida Warner

Steve and Lenna Watson

H. Herbert Weldon

Wells Fargo

Western Slope Cattlemen’s 
Livestock Auction 

John and Kimberly Williams

Marla J. Williams

David and Jane Wing

Steven H. Woodworth

Duke and Cyrie Wortmann

Susan Yeager

Younge & Hockensmith

Above left: Tom Osborn, Inventor in Residence and Tom Benton, director of the Maverick Innovation Center at the Center's grand 
opening, October 13, 2015.  Above right: George N. Gillette, keynote speaker of Entrepreneurship Day, April 27, 2016.
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SUPPORTING CMU
Visit SupportingCMU.org, a place for CMU alumni and friends

The unwavering commitment and support of alumni, donors, community leaders and friends has propelled 
Colorado Mesa University forward for nearly a century. Today, CMU is the intellectual and cultural center of 
western Colorado, providing an exceptional educational experience to over 11,000 students.

Whether you’re an alum who has discovered the value of a CMU degree, a member of our Grand Junction 
community or a far-away friend who embraces the Maverick spirit, we could not succeed without you. Your 
engagement and generosity transform our students, programs and campus. Your gifts ensures CMU’s continued 
growth and pursuit of excellence.

Giving to CMU
Leaving a Legacy

A gift to Colorado Mesa University 
is an investment in the university 
and the students who pass 
through our doors. Every dollar 
of support for scholarships, 
academic programs, athletics and 
campus expansion goes towards 
building a solid foundation for 
today and tomorrow. Gifts not 
only directly affect those on 
campus, but have impact around 
the community and across the 
globe as our students graduate 
and begin their careers.

Foundation
Building the foundation  
of CMU

Since 1961, the Colorado Mesa 
University Foundation has played 
an important role in providing 
additional dollars for scholarship 
and program support. The 
foundation serves as a charitable 
non-profit organization and retains 
fiduciary responsibility for the 
investment of the funds entrusted 
to it.  Over 470 students annually 
receive scholarships administered 
by the CMU Foundation and 
provided by generous donors.

Alumni 
Association
Creating lifelong connections

The Alumni Association builds and 
cultivates relationships to benefit 
the alumni, students and faculty 
of Colorado Mesa University. The 
association counts more than 
28,000 graduates, former students 
and past faculty among its ranks. 
These alumni and friends cherish 
the history of the university, 
support its current efforts and 
believe in its promising future.

Give Now.
Make a

 difference
 every day.
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The CMU Foundation 
Annual Report is printed 
on 20% recycled (10% 
post-consumer waste) 
paper using soy-based inks.   
Our printer meets or exceeds all 
Federal Resource Conservation 
Recovery Act (RCRA) standards  
and is a member of the Forest 
Stewardship Council and  
Sustainable Forestry Initiative. Thank you to our student models! 

Left, top to bottom: Jennifer Vazquez, junior, Business 
Administration; Cole Sutliff, senior, Construction Management; 
Kaitlyn Knight, junior, Mechanical Engineering 

Above: Jordan Correy, sophomore, Mechanical Engineering
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