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T
here is one word that 
describes 2020. It is 
COVID-19. It has been 
one of the defining 

events of this year and it has 
disrupted every facet of our lives. 
Colorado Mesa University has not 
been immune to the effects of  
the virus.

But we implemented a plan to 
deal with the virus, called “Safe 
Together, Strong Together,” and 
it is the product of hundreds 
of hours of work by dozens of 
dedicated CMU employees from 
virtually every department of 
the university. Early on in the 
pandemic we decided we’d do 
everything we could to bring 
students back to campus this fall. 
It wasn’t easy but at least through 
the first few months it appears to 
be successful. The infection rate 
at CMU so far has been nearly 
negligible and relatively  
under control.

COVID-19 was a hurdle unlike 
any we’ve ever encountered, but 
it didn’t stop us from continuing 
our primary mission: Providing 
quality post-secondary education 
to the thousands of students from 

around Colorado, the U.S. and 
foreign countries who choose 
to come here. So far, we have 
continued to do that, and have 
expanded the services we  
offer them.

We have embarked on a  
fundraising campaign to bolster 
our Mesa Scholarship Initiative, 
a financial aid package tailored 
for Mesa County students. Learn 
more about it on page 5.

As always, none of this is possible 
without the generous support of 
the community, alumni and  
other supporters. 

Donors have also stepped up to 
help us battle COVID-19. Students 
live on tight budgets and when 
crises such as COVID-19 come 
without warning they are often 
left with not enough money to 
make ends meet every month. 
The CMU Foundation recognized 
early on the potential financial 
harm COVID-19 could cause on 
the CMU campus. The Maverick 
Relief Fund was quickly created, 
offering students impacted by 
COVID-19 financial help to keep 
them in school. It has been a 

resounding success — raising 
more than $143,000 of a $125,000 
goal as of the beginning of the fall 
semester. (Read more about it on 
page 7.) That generosity speaks 
volumes about both the quality 
and quantity of CMU’s loyal and 
ever-growing donor base. 

We have created, for the first 
time on the CMU campus, a 
place where members of the 
CMU community can retreat for 
contemplation, prayer or simply to 
put their thoughts in order.  
We call it the Center for Reflection 
and you can read about it on 
page 8.

All of us at CMU say: Thank you 
for your continued support. It’s 
been a challenging few months at 
CMU, and the next few, or more, 
are not likely to be any easier. We 
couldn’t do it without you.

Sincerely,

 Tim Foster, President
Colorado Mesa University
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DONORS OPEN DOORS FOR CMU STUDENTS
The Mesa Scholarship Initiative, the Maverick Relief Fund and the 
Center for Reflection are helping students thrive at CMU.

FINANCIAL  
HIGHLIGHTS

ANNUAL  DONOR
HONOR ROLL

CENTER FOR  
REFLECTION

HOW TO INVEST 
IN STUDENTS

AN INSIDE LOOK

MISSION
The mission of the Colorado Mesa University Foundation is to 
strengthen educational opportunities at Colorado Mesa University 
through the generation and distribution of all gift assets. The 
Foundation serves as the depository for all charitable gifts and acts  
in a fiduciary capacity as exclusive agent for donor activity.
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donors OPEN DOORS
for CMU students
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Joe Higgins likes to tell a story about his 
trip to Alaska last year. He was in Juneau 
and coincidentally ran into a young 
woman from Fruita, Colorado. They 

struck up a conversation and he learned that she 
had just graduated from high school and took a 
job in Alaska.

As they talked, Joe learned that wasn’t what 
she really wanted to do, it was just a good way 
to make some money. What she had wanted to 
do was attend CMU, but her mother had been 
stricken by illness and had to quit work. Half the 
family income was gone and financially CMU was 
out of the picture for her.

Higgins mentioned that he was on the board of 
the CMU Foundation. She said she had heard 
a rumor that anyone who lives in Mesa County 
could go to CMU tuition free and wanted to 
know if that was true. Not exactly, he said. 
However, he is involved with spearheading the 
fundraising for a program where funding will 
be available for any Mesa County high school 
graduate who wants to attend CMU or WCCC.

It’s known as the Mesa Scholarship Initiative 
(MSI), and it grew from some statistics that 
crossed the desk of President Tim Foster a few 
years ago. In a nutshell, the data he saw showed 
that high school graduates from families with the 
lowest incomes and the highest incomes had 
much higher rates of post-secondary education 
than those in the middle incomes. 

How, he wondered, could CMU help those middle-
income families? The other question was how to pay 
for it.

CMU approached the City of 
Grand Junction, which, three 
years ago, agreed to fund a 
substantial scholarship program 
for Mesa County students to 
attend CMU or WCCC. Since 
inception, that program has 
grown to provide hundreds 
of students with scholarship 
assistance. Higgins wanted to 
build a sustainable pool of funds 
to compliment the city’s efforts.

Tim Foster calls the city’s support 
and the Mesa Scholarship 
Initiative “one of those things 
that just makes sense.” He is 
appreciative of the city’s generous 
support and is optimistic that 
it will continue even with the 
budgetary problems COVID-19 
has caused.

“Basic municipal services are 
important,” he said. “But human 
capital is just as important if not 
more so.” The City of Grand Junction realizes that.

Higgins and his fellow board members have a 
goal of a $10 million endowment to supplement 

JOE HIGGINS LEADS FUNDRAISING FOR 
THE MESA SCHOLARSHIP INITIATIVE

Top: Joe Higgins,  
Foundation Board member

Bottom: Patti and Chuck 
Shear, MSI donors, with CMU 
scholarship recipients.

Photo taken before March 2020.
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the city’s annual commitment. 
It’s an ambitious undertaking, 
but one Higgins thinks can be 
accomplished. To date, the 
endowment includes more than  
$2.5 million in funds raised. 

Two people who have been 
generous to the Mesa Scholarship 
Initiative are Chuck and Patti 
Shear and their son, Quint. Both 
endowed scholarships, Chuck and 
Patti on their own with a $60,000 
investment and Quint as president 
of Shear Inc. for $30,000. Chuck 
said he and their company have 
endowed many scholarships 
throughout the years, but they 
were mostly aimed at students 
who wanted careers in the  
energy industry.

“This sounded like a good 
program to me because it’s for 
local kids,” he said. “We like to 
invest in kids and give them a 
chance at a great education  
at CMU.”

The Shear family has helped get 
the program off the ground but 

Higgins knows there is much work 
to be done. For several months 
beginning last year he hosted 
small lunches with potential 
donors. That effort was fruitful, 
but it was put on hiatus because 
of the pandemic. He and other 
Foundation Board members 
resumed them this fall.

Higgins was the executive director 
of Mesa County Partners, a 
program for at-risk youth, for more 
than 30 years before retiring five 
years ago. In one respect he thinks 
the Mesa Scholarship Initiative 
is an extension of the work he 
did there. “For many years at 
Partners,” he said, “I saw how kids 
could turn their lives around if 
given an opportunity.”

Scholarship recipients though 
aren’t the only ones to benefit. 
“We know that post-secondary 
education creates more involved 
and engaged citizens,” said 
Foundation CEO Liz Meyer.  
“The entire community benefits 
from that.” ◆

MESA  
SCHOLARSHIP 
INITIATIVE  
DONORS
INDIVIDUAL 
ENDOWMENTS
Mike and Nikki Blackburn

Foltz Family

Mark and Karen Madsen

Joyce Owens

Chuck & Patti Shear

Shear Inc.

Rock Tope

Wells Fargo

Whitewater Building Materials

DONORS TO  
ENDOWMENT
Anode Systems Company

Rick and Staci Adleman

Raymond Anilionis and 
Deborah Arehart

Bacon Family Foundation

Walid and Teresa Bou-Matar

Cliff and Kay Britton

TWAG, LLP

Sandy and Holly Brownson

Larry Copeland

Jane Foster

Tim and Lisa Foster

Shirley A. Gardner

Joe and Frances Higgins

Jeff and Barbora Hurd

Ken and Rose Johnson

Max and Helen Krey

John and Linde Marshall

Cecelia Mascarenas

Chuck and Kendra McDaniel

Liz and Sam Meyer

Dave and Katherine Patterson

Mike and Suzie Radosevich 

Robert Traylor and  
Karen Hayashi

Pat and Gerry Tucker

US Bank

Steve and Lenna Watson

The Mesa Scholarship Initiative provides students and families 
with knowledge and guidance about educational opportunities 

and the financial resources to pay for them.
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J essica Hurdebei (pictured 
below) is a CMU student 
who paid a majority of her 
bills by living on what she 

made in tips waitressing. It wasn’t 
easy but she was getting by. She 
worked in sales since she was 14 to 
be able to pursue becoming  
a mediator.

Then COVID-19 caused her life’s 
dream to come abruptly crashing 
down. Within a few short weeks, 
her job vanished and she had no 
way to continue in school. Or so 
she thought.

She questioned how she might 
afford both school and her living 
expenses. Instead of dropping 
out, she heard about the Maverick 
Relief Fund, a fund created by the 
CMU Foundation to help students 
who were financially devastated by 
COVID-19.

She applied for funding and 
received help from the relief fund. 
The good news — she’s still  
in school.

CONTINUING THEIR EDUCATION WITH 
THE MAVERICK RELIEF FUND 

MAVERICK
RELIEF FUND

“My anxieties … are high during 
this pandemic,” she said. “Luckily 
CMU has done a great job 
supporting its students.”

When COVID-19 struck last spring 
the need for supporting students 
like Jessica was greater than ever. 
But to help her and many other 
students, the CMU Foundation 
knew they would have to create a 
new playbook, and do it quickly 
amidst a significant amount of 
uncertainty. 

“We were suddenly faced with 
students who may have relied on 
their parents for financial support 
and their parents may have lost 
their jobs. Students, like Jessica, 
may have lost their jobs because 
employers either had to close, or 
in some cases, go out of business 
altogether,” said Foundation CEO 
Liz Meyer.

For those reasons and others, the 
Foundation quickly launched the 
Maverick Relief Fund. The goal 

was simple and straightforward: 
Provide micro-grants to CMU 
students who through no fault of 
their own were suddenly facing 
financial hardship as a result  
of COVID-19. 

The Foundation set a fundraising 
goal of $125,000 and at the 
beginning of the fall semester 
more than $140,000 had  
been raised.

Meyer said the support from the 
community was more than she 
ever expected. 

“So many businesses, individuals 
and organizations stepped up 
and gave to the relief fund. It was 
gratifying beyond all expectations 
and thanks to their generosity 
there are many students still 
in school who otherwise may 
not have been. I can’t think of 
anything the Foundation has done 
that speaks more to the caring 
extended community that is 
Colorado Mesa University.” ◆
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PAT BISHOP HELPS CREATE A QUIET 
RETREAT FOR STUDENTS

T he creation of CMU’s Center for  
Reflection, a quiet retreat for members of  
the university community to pray, reflect, or 
just think, is the result of a perfect storm of 

interest by community members, students and the 
CMU administration.

Robert Bray, co-chair of the fundraising efforts, 
along with Craig Springer, recalls a visit to Notre 
Dame University several years ago. He was struck 
by the beauty and serenity of the chapel there. He 
had wondered often throughout the years why CMU 
couldn’t also have such a space. Pat Bishop, a long-
time supporter of CMU and widow of former State 
Senator Tillie Bishop, too, had advocated for such 
a space on the CMU campus for many years. Enter 
President Tim Foster, who in his many talks with 
students found they also wanted a quiet place to 
contemplate, pray or just be alone with their thoughts. 

Those forces coalesced to create the striking structure 
just north of the new Hotel Maverick.

“People need a place to reflect,” Bray said. The 
fundraising effort was due to kick off in earnest last 
spring, but was placed on hold. It is underway this fall 

along with construction of the Center for Reflection. 
The CMU Foundation with Bray, Bishop and Springer’s 
help has already raised close to $300,000 of the 
$500,000 goal with help from a significant lead gift 
from Pat Bishop.

She is adamant about the purpose of the Center. 
“It’s for the students. Students should have a place of 

Pat Bishop with her late husband, Tillie Bishop, at a 
Donors and Scholars celebration.
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FELLOWSHIP FIELD

SANCTUARY

PATHWAY

UNIVERSITY CENTER

TOMLINSON LIBRARY

CONFLUENCE HALL

CMU Director of Facilities, David Detwiler, Robert Bray 
and Craig Springer visit the construction site of the 
Center for Reflection.

solitude to go to. I think that is so important,”  
said Bishop.

CMU supporter and former trustee Lena Elliott said 
she too has long wanted such a space at CMU and she 
credits Bishop for never giving up on the idea. “I’ve 
wanted this for years and years,” she said, “and I’m so 
proud of Pat for making it happen.”

The effort to create a quiet, contemplative space on 
the CMU campus has had several false starts during 
the years. Bishop has been involved in all of them, 
but it wasn’t until about a year ago that the plans 
crystalized. Construction on what will be one of the 
most outstanding buildings on campus began late 
this summer.

“It is not meant to conduct services,” Foster said. “It’s 
just a very comfortable place for anyone who wants to 
participate in any type of reflection. They can do so in 

this space.” In addition to the indoor space there will 
be a memorial wall on the grounds where students 
can hold candlelight vigils or just have a quiet, 
outdoor space to enjoy.

“At some point during the day or the week, people 
just need a place they can go sit down and get their 
thoughts together,” Foster said.

The Center for Reflection will be that place. ◆

The sanctuary is a place that accommodates all 
means of student spiritual needs including reflection, 
meditation, relaxation, prayer and other ways that 
students focus on what gives their lives meaning. 

The outdoor meditation and reflection garden is 
adjacent to the sanctuary.



10 COLORADO MESA UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION

 

3,157 
Number of donors

$7,506,836 
Value of gifts received

$37,213,188 
Endowment value

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

The 2019-2020 fiscal year was another strong 
year in the CMU Foundation’s history. 
Generous donors gave $7.5M to directly 

support the mission of CMU and dedicated over $2M 
to the permanent endowment. These funds provide 
critical support for student scholarships, capital 
initiatives, academic departments, student clubs and 
athletic teams. In addition to these generous annual 
gifts, the CMU Foundation awarded a record $2.9M in 
scholarships during the 19-20 fiscal year. We could not 
provide this support without the continued generosity 
of all our donors.

As we reflect on another decade, it is important to 
note some significant growth in the private support of 
CMU and our students. Since 2010, we have increased 
the endowment by nearly $30M and continued to 
grow the number of individual donor endowments,  
a list of which can be found on page 12. In the last  
10 years, donors have generously given over $60M  
in support for CMU and we thank you on behalf of  
our students.

—Liz Meyer, Foundation CEO
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Number of  
gifts received

5,210
Scholarship dollars 

awarded in fiscal year 
2019–20

$2.9M
Amount of 

scholarships awarded 
since 1962

$20.9M
The amount spent to 

support CMU's mission 
in 2019–20

$6.5M
Increase in 

scholarship dollars 
awarded

10.59%

Scholarships Awarded
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1925 is a very important year for Colorado Mesa University; the year of 
its founding. The Foundation cannot overstate the significant role that 
endowments play in scholarship support for students. Therefore, the 
1925 Society was created to celebrate the individuals with the foresight 
and generosity to establish endowed funds of $25,000 or greater that 
will benefit students for generations to come.

Endowed funds are used to provide permanent funding and scholarship 
opportunities to CMU. Funds are invested and the generated earnings 
go to support an area of CMU as directed by the founder.

∞	Ted and Maxine Albers 
Scholarship

	 Arbaney Family Endowed 
Scholarship

∞	B & B Electric Scholarship
	 Bacon Family Foundation 

Foreign Student Scholarship
	 Sandy Bacon Memorial 

Scholarship
	 LeRoy Bacon Memorial 

Scholarship
	 Baines/Riede Memorial 

Scholarship
∞	Dr. Richard Ballard  

Endowed Scholarship
∞	Jeffrey Alan Basinger 

Leadership Scholarship
∞	Bauerle Family Endowed 

Scholarship
∞	Bechtel Family Scholarship
	 Beckley/Weaver Scholarship
∞	Michelle Benway Huggins 

Memorial Endowed Scholarship
∞	Bus Bergman Baseball 

Scholarship
	 Rosalie Jean Bertram Endowed 

Scholarship
	 Biggs-Zollner Faculty 

Enrichment Grant
	 Barry A. Bishop Endowed 

Scholarship
∞	Tilman and Pat Bishop 

Endowed Scholarship
∞	Jackie Cochran Borello 

Scholarship
	 Opal Snowder (Suzi) Boyd 

Memorial Fund
	 Louis and Betty Brach 

Scholarship
	 T.R. Braithwaite Scholarship
∞	Dan Brant Jr. Memorial 

Scholarship
∞	Cullen R. Brown Endowed 

Scholarship
∞	Brownson Memorial Leadership 

Scholarship
	 Blanche Buescher Business 

Endowed Scholarship Fund

	 Dixson B.A.S. in Business 
Administration Endowed 
Scholarship

	 Dixson Scholar/Mentor Award
	 Mary Elizabeth (McDonald) 

Dolan Scholarship
∞	Elliott Family, Carter & Lena 

Elliott Scholarship
	 Emerson Family Nursing 

Scholarship Fund
∞	Chet Enstrom Memorial 

Scholarship
	 Loyd and Cordelia Files 

Memorial Scholarship
	 FirstBank of Colorado  

Low Income Scholarship
∞	Foltz Family Scholarship 

Endowment
	 Football Alumni Endowment
	 Bill and Peggy Foster Endowed 

Scholarship Fund
∞	Lisa and Tim Foster Scholarship
∞	Bud Francis Scholarship
∞	David M. Gardner Memorial 

Scholarship
	 Hazel and Victor Garms 

Memorial Scholarship Fund
	 Gerlach Music Scholarship
∞	Richard F. Gilmore Sr. DDS 

Endowed Scholarship Fund
	 Goffredi Memorial Scholarship
∞	Margaret Goodhue-Altrusa 

Scholarship Endowment
	 Gormley Memorial Scholarship
	 Jack, Wiley, and Calvin Gower 

History Scholarship
	 Gower, Morford, Oleskevich & 

Kansgen Foreign Languages 
Scholarship

	 Grand Junction New Car & 
Truck Dealers Association 
Scholarship

	 Greer, Lapham, and Roth UTEC 
Scholarship

	 John E. Groneman Endowed 
Scholarship Fund

	 Ron Halsey Memorial 
Scholarship for Disabled 
Students

	 Ernest D. Buescher Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship

	 Kristopher B. Buescher 
Memorial Scholarship

∞	Nora Reed Burleigh Endowed 
Scholarship

∞	Dr. Dorr Burns Computer 
Science Scholarship

∞	Doyle E. Burns Scholarship
∞	Campbell Rogers General 

Scholarship
	 Randall Capp Family  

Endowed Scholarship
	 Eva Cheek Memorial 

Scholarship
∞	CMU Alumni Association 

Scholarship
	 CMU Dance Fund
∞	CMU Emeriti/Retired Staff 

Scholarship
∞	Celeste Colgan Study Abroad 

Scholarship
∞	Continuing Unexpected 

Connections/MSI Endowment
∞	Copeland Family Endowed 

Scholarship
∞	Cornelison Memorial/ 

WCCC General
	 Milton W. "Red" Crawford 

Tennis Scholarship
∞	Rusty Crick Womens Volleyball 

Scholarship
∞	Donna H. Crouch Memorial 

Scholarship
	 Bruce and Frances Crowell 

Scholarship
	 Robert and Cynthia Cutter 

Scholarship
∞	Micah Dancy Endowed Music 

Scholarship
∞	Davis My Future Pathways 

Endowment
∞	Richard D. Dayvault Endowed 

Memorial Scholarship
	 Dean-Roush Scholarship
	 Bruce and Louise Dixson 

Scholarship

∞	Indicates a contribution to the endowment in fiscal year 2019–2020.
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∞	Eric "The Hawk" Hawkins  
Men's Basketball  
Endowed Scholarship

	 Esther Herr Memorial 
Scholarship

	 Lou Morton & Dale J. 
Hollingsworth Poli-Sci 
Scholarship

∞	Hoolokahi Endowment
	 Horan Family Endowed 

Football Scholarship
	 Rex Howell Memorial Fund
	 Madge Huffer Scholarship
∞	Ruth Powell Hutchins Water 

Center Endowment
	 Institute for Supply 

Management Scholarship
	 International Student Program 

Endowed Scholarship
	 Stanley E. and Ruth M. T. 

Johnson Family  
Endowed Scholarship

∞	Knudson Family  
Endowed Scholarship

∞	Helen Krey Scholarship
∞	Krey Special Purpose 

Scholarship Fund
	 Merle and Thelma Lanning 

Scholarship
	 Lathrop Scholarship
	 Gean F. Lipson Trust Endowed 

Scholarship Fund
∞	Anthony Lopez Memorial 

Scholarship
∞	Carolyn D. Love Scholarship 

Fund
∞	William H. Love Engineering 

Endowment
∞	Lucero Family  

Endowed Scholarship
	 MacEvoy Family  

Endowed Scholarship
∞	Don MacKendrick  

History Scholarship
∞	Madsen Family MSI 

Endowment
	 Blaney-Maluy Family 

Scholarship
	 Marion Fletcher Scholarship
∞	Dr. Ruth Maurer Flute Program 

Endowment
∞	Maverick Innovation Center 

Opportunity Fund
∞	MBA Alumni Scholarship 

Endowment
	 Connie McIntire-Altrusa 

Scholarship Endowment
	 Albert J. and Marion T. Merlino 

Scholarship
	 Mesa County Medical Society 

Scholarship

∞	Mesa Scholarship Initiative 
(MSI) Endowment

∞	Meyer Family Endowment
	 Don Meyers Art Scholarship
∞	Barry Michrina Memorial 

Scholarship
∞	Liff Miller Nursing Scholarship
	 Viola and Linden Moberly 

Scholarship
	 Ethel Mae Moor Applied 

Music Fund
	 The Moore Family Scholarship
	 Tom Mourey Annual 

Computer Science/
Mathematics Award

	 George and Masuo Nagatomo 
Memorial Scholarship

	 Forrest Nelson Endowed 
Geology Fund

	 Jose Peer Memorial 
Scholarship

∞	Inez Hulting Petersen 
Memorial Scholarship

	 Petty Creek Farm Fund
	 Plumleigh Photojournalism 

Scholarship
∞	Joseph and Delia Prinster 

Family Scholarship
∞	Josephine Roessler-Prinster 

Scholarship
∞	Professional Land Surveyors of 

Colorado Endowment
∞	William Eli and Wanda Wray 

Putnam Scholarship
	 Mary Rait/MaryJewell Willsea 

Endowed Grants Fund
	 RBC Dain Rauscher 

Scholarship
	 Steven J. Rekemeyer 

Scholarship
	 Mai Robinson English 

Scholarship
	 Mai and William S. Robinson 

Scholarship
	 William and Mai Robinson 

Lecture Fund
∞	Rocky Mountain Open Golf 

Tournament Endowment
∞	Freda T. Roof & Yngve Hanson 

Memorial Scholarship
	 Dieter Sander Engineering 

Endowed Scholarship
	 Sander Family Endowed 

Scholarship
∞	The Schakel Family 

Scholarship For Men's 
Basketball

	 Howard E. Scott Maverick 
Scholarship

	 Sandra Hays Sells Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship

∞	Shear Family MSI  
Endowed Scholarship

	 Shear Family Energy 
Management/Landman 
Program Endowed Scholarship

∞	Shear, Inc. MSI Endowment
	 Joy and Alfred Shideler 

Endowed Scholarship Fund
	 Harriet Slagowski Memorial 

& Victoria Noell Family 
Endowment

	 Slavens Endowed Fund
	 Stephen Smith Women In 

Landman/Energy Management 
Endowed Scholarship

	 Sodexo Student Leadership 
and Service Recognition Award

	 Marjorie Sollenbarger Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship

∞	Strnad Family Nursing 
Scholarship

∞	Strobl Fiscus Scholarship 
Endowment

	 Rudolf and Fannie Susman 
Scholarship

∞	Ryan Teixeira Endowed 
Baseball Scholarship

∞	Gary Thompson Student 
Athlete Degree Completion 
Endowed Scholarship

	 Dwight and Carolyn Tope 
Endowed Scholarship

	 Richard E. Tope Memorial 
Scholarship

	 Eileen Nagatomo Townsend 
Memorial Scholarship

	 Mattie Smith Wagler 
Scholarship

	 Moss Fairley Wagler 
Scholarship

∞	S.N. Wagler Scholarship
	 S. Victor Wagler Scholarship
	 Kevin Wagner Memorial 

Endowed Scholarship Fund
∞	Carl and Betty Wahlberg 

Partners Scholarship
∞	Dr. Russ Walker Memorial 

Environmental Science 
Endowed Scholarship

∞	Wells Fargo MSI Endowment
	 Western Colorado Energy 

Scholar Endowment
	 Western Colorado Contractors 

Association (WCCA) 
Scholarship

	 WSCOGA Chevron Energy 
Scholar Award

	 Dr. Henry H. and Margaret 
Zeigel Fund

	 Mark Zoppel Memorial 
Scholarship



14 COLORADO MESA UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION

VALEDICTORIAN
$100,000 and above

Anode Systems Company
City of Grand Junction
City of Montrose
Colorado Opportunity Scholarship Initiative
Ron and Lucy Davis
The Denver Foundation
El Pomar Foundation
Guardian Scholars
Mesa County Board of Commissioners
St. Mary’s Hospital

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
$50,000–$99,999

Pat Bishop
Daniels Fund
Ed and Lois Gardner
Mesa County Workforce Center
Help Colorado Now
Logan Pearsall
James Pulsipher
Rocky Mountain Health Plans
Rocky Mountain Open 
Chuck and Patti Shear
Gary and Susan Thompson
Wells Fargo
Western Colorado Community Foundation

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
$25,000–$49,999

Adam and Karyn Bechtel
Tom and Nancy Benton
Mike and Nikki Blackburn
The late Phyllis Brownson
Buell Foundation
Chevron 
Celeste and Daniel Colgan
Community Hospital
Sue Curd
John Freyer Sr.
Home Loan Insurance
Kenneth King Foundation
Mark and Karen Madsen

Thank you to our annual donors for their 

dedication to supporting student success 

at Colorado Mesa University. The following 

donors made gifts of $1,000 or more to the 

CMU Foundation between July 1, 2019 and  

June 30, 2020. We also greatly appreciate 

the 3,000+ donors who are not listed but 

made a significant impact on the educational 

experience of all CMU students.

DONOR  
HONOR ROLL

Top: The Sturm family touring the Sturm-ANB Bank 
Mobile Learning Lab, during its unveiling road 
show in October 2019.

Below: Anode Systems Company President and 
Owner, Hans Schmoldt, who invested in Mesa 
County scholarships, with President Foster and 
employees outside Houston Hall lecture room 139, 
which now bears the company name.



Steve and Anne Meyer
Joyce Owens
Rotary Club of Grand Junction
Shear, Inc.
US Bank
Whitewater Building Materials

CUM LAUDE
$10,000–$24,999

Alpine Bank
Anonymous (2)
Apple
Bacon Family Foundation
Bank of Colorado
Bank of the West
William C Benway Living Trust
The Clark Family Fund
Colorado Trust
Karen Combs and Lynn Wegener
William and Mary Deatherage
Howard Foltz
Gene Haas Foundation
Grand Junction Housing Authority
Goodwin Foundation
John and Penny Hopkins
The late Max and Helen Krey
Knute and Sandi Knudson
Don MacKendrick
Chuck and Kendra McDaniel
Mesa County Junior Basketball Association
Pat Page
Patricia Powell
Professional Land Surveyors of Colorado
Charles and Karen Scoggin
Ron and Merry Sechrist
Shafer Real Estate
Shaw Construction
The Sturm Family
Telluride Foundation
TWAG, LLLP
Ute Water Conservancy District
James and Terri Wahlberg
Estate of Virginia B Walker
Walton Family Foundation
West Slope Colorado Oil and Gas Association
Western Colorado Contractors Association

TRUSTEES’ COUNCIL
$5,000–$9,999

AAPL Educational Foundation
Academy Mortgage Corporation
Doug Aden and Lorraine Jensen
American Society for Engineering Education
Anschutz Family Foundation
Bonnie and the late Arch Archuleta
Asset Engineering Limited
B&B Electric
Joel and Betty Bechtel
Rob and Lisa Bickley
Ed Bozarth - Mark Miller Chevrolet
Chuck and Robbie Breaux
Jeremy and Barbara Brown
Sandy and Holly Brownson
Camp Maverick
Christi Reece Group
Commerce Bank
Barbara Cotting
Courtyard By Marriott, Grand Junction
Courtyard by Marriott Residence Inn, Golden
Gary and Christine Crone
Enstrom Candies
FCI Constructors
FHE USA
Fisher’s Liquor Barn
Jane Foster
Fruita Consumers Co-op Association
Dick and Linda Gilmore
David and Margaret Goodhue
Joe and Frances Higgins
High Plains Pizza
Ken and Rose Johnson
Kiwanis Club of Grand Junction
Steve Laiche
Bob and Suzanne Love
Beverly Matson
Mesa Juniors Volleyball Co
Bill Milius
Mark Miller
ProSpace Interiors
Kirk and Janine Rider
Doug and Sharon Schakel
Sodexo
Scott and Daisy Thorshov
Noelle Thurlow
Gary and Kay Walla
Western Colorado Radiologic Associates
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PRESIDENT’S 
CIRCLE
$2,500–$4,999

Adams 14 Education Foundation
Scout and Ruthmary Allison
American AgCredit
Anonymous
Arbaney Cattle Company & 
Livestock
Nancy Arnold
Asphalt Specialists & Supply
Bruce Bauerle
Gary and Robbie Berlin
Bicycle Outfitters
Barbara Borst
Bulldog Energy Services
Rod and Nina Christ
CoBank
LeeAnn Colloty
Coloramo Federal Credit Union
Dalby, Wendland & Co., P.C.
Sharon Daniels
Jonathan Foltz
Robert Foltz
Freda Roof Memorial Scholarship 
Fund
Grand Junction Pipe & Supply
Holiday Inn & Suites, Grand 
Junction
J & A Services
Jimmy Johns

Ken and Kelly Johnson
Bill and Veronica Kappel
Craig and Joanna Little
David and Laura Ludlam
Mike Mansheim and Billy 
Shepherd
John and Linde Marshall
McDonald’s
Mesa County Crime Stoppers
Charlie Monfort
Monument Health
Stephanie Motter and Michael 
Stevenson
Networks Unlimited
Dave and Katherine Patterson
PNCI Construction
Suzanne Quamme
Redlands Lions Club
Riverside Educational Center
Roberts Plumbing and Heating
Jillian Roederer
San Juan Healthcare Foundation
Tee Scatuorchio Jr.
Ron and Merry Sechrist
Bill and Jeanne Sisson
Skyline Contracting
Robert Stefanik
Steven and Holly Teixeira
Cody Weaver
Wednesday Music Club
George Wheeler

DISTINGUISHED 
SCHOLARS
$1,000–$2,499

1st Choice Real Estate Company
2H Mechanical
Rick and Staci Adleman
Adolfson & Peterson Construction
Fabiola Aguayo
William and Jennifer Aker
Lee and Kay Ambrose
American Business  
Women’s Association
American Fisheries Society - 
Colorado/Wyoming Chapter
ANB Bank
Brad Anderson
Raymond Anilionis and Deborah 
Arehart
Anonymous 
Brett and Rachel Armour
David and Connie Ash
Jake and Jennie Aubert
B.L. Realty
Bud and Velda Bailey
Joseph Baker
Jim and Cathy Barkley
Kevin and Susan Bates
Pete Borello, Jr.
Bou-Matar Engineering
BP Foundation
Denis Bramwell
Breckenridge Ale House
Clifford and Kay Britton
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Donors and Scholars event at Colorado Mesa University on September 11, 2019.

From far left to right: Jerry Sheetz and Craig Fossett with two soccer team members; Maxine Carnes with two 
Mesa OutLoud members; Sandy Harding, Kris Mort and Cyrie Wortman with two soccer players; Karen Troester 
with two Rodeo members.

Bernie and Mary Beth Buescher
Buescher Family Limited 
Partnership
Buffalo Wild Wings
Caerus Oil & Gas
Candlewood Suites, Grand 
Junction 
Ben and Maxine Carnes
Carville’s Auto Mart
Phillip Castle
Charles and Barbara Cerny
Charlie Dwellington’s
Charter Communications
Peggy Cherry
Chick-fil-A
Willis Choy
Citrix Systems
City Market
Colorado Section of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers 
Bill and Lynne Cobb
Coldwell Banker Commercial
Colorado Association for 
Viticulture & Enology
Colorado Plateau Horseman’s  
Hall of Fame
Communication  
Infrastructure Group
Janice Copeland
Larry Copeland
Mitch and Leah Copeland
Crossroads to Health & Fitness
John Crouch Jr.
Steve and Jenny Day
Delta Air Lines Foundation
Delta County Memorial Hospital

Delta Disaster Services of  
Western Colorado
Jason and Tara Dennison
Dental Associates of Grand 
Junction
David and Patricia Deters
Douglas and Rebecca Dodson
Andrew Dombro
Doris Denker Wheelchair Sports 
Foundation
Doubletree by Hilton
Richard Doubrava
Dream Café
George Durin
DW Metal Works
William Earl
EIDE Bailly
Eko Sport
Carter and Lena Elliott
Jeff and Kristy Emerson
Bob and Barbara Engle
Fairway Independent Mortgage
Family Health West
Famous Dave’s BBQ
Terry and Beverly Farina
William and Tina Fell
Fiesta Guadalajara
Tim and Lisa Foster
Bob and Anna Fuoco
Lee and Sally Gaglione
Richard Garmany
Lowell and Susan Gilbert
Glacier Ice Arena
Lucy Graham
Grand Junction Baseball 
Committee (JUCO)

Grand Mesa Chorus of Sweet 
Adelines, International
Greater Grand Junction Sports 
Commission
William and Arlene Grohs
Jim and Kelley Gusich
Kurt and Carla Haas
Hallam & Associates Insurance 
Agency
Bill and Peggy Hanks
Chris and Nikki Hanks
Judy Harper
Dean and Mary Harris
Tyler Harris
Lora Hawkins
Paul Heckman
Hensel Phelps Construction
High Country Builders
Hilltop Community Resources
William and Sheila Hodgson
Bill and Sandy Hood
HopeWest
Hoskin, Farina, & Kampf
Greg and Dot Hoskin
Harry and Joann Hotimsky
HRL Compliance Solutions
Jeff and Barbora Hurd
Impact Promotional Products
Insight Financial Solutions
Juli Jacobson
David and Martha James
Jay and Kathleen Jefferson
Robert and Louann Jenkins
Jet Boat Colorado
JGMS
Doug Jones

COLORADO M
ESA UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION   

D
O

N
O

R
 H

O
N

O
R

 R
O

L
L



18 COLORADO MESA UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION

Left: The newest Maverick sculpture 
was unveiled at the Employee 
Alumni Appreciation Luncheon 
during Homecoming Week in 
October 2019. A naming contest was 
held and student Paige Dickman 
won with Angus “Gus.” 

Phil and Melissa Jones
Linda Jordan
Austin and Lauren Kaiser
Jeremy Kaufmann
Kevin Kearns
Reese and Natalie Kegans
Terri Kegans
Rich Keller
Ken Richards Insurance Agency
Rosie Kerns
Loralee Kerr
Waqqar and Thea Khan-Farooqi
Randall and Yun Kim
Kimbrough & Company
Mike and Kim Knowles
Jill and Robert Knuckles
Ed and Kathy Krey
Roger Lambrecht
The Lampshadians
Leonard and Patricia Lapkin
Becky Lee
Linda Lee
The Estate of Mary Locke
Shanta Loecker
Cristal Loehr
Sam Lohse
Paul and Trudy Lopez
Lea Lyster
M & M Concrete Construction
Daniel and Jean MacDonald
Chris and Trish Mahre
Cathy Manchee
Curt and Laurie Martin
Scott and Lisa Martin
Martha Marvel
Darrel and Janet Mattivi
Charles and Ruth Maurer
Mavs Sports Club
Christine Maxbauer
Molly Mccord
Mike and Paula McCormick
Chris and Heather McKim
Les and Theresa McPherson

Jared and Bree Meier
Russ and Alisha Mendelson
Mesa Systems
Sam and Liz Meyer
Montrose Community Foundation
Montrose Memorial Hospital
Kris Mort
National Intercollegiate  
Rodeo Foundation
Michael Neste
Ky Oday
Danielle Oday
Orchard Mesa Lions Club
Terry Pagett
Adele Park
Oliver and Danny Patterick
Patton’s Printing
Jim Pedersen
Tom and Monica Pederson
Pemberton Trucking
Josh Penry and Kristin Strohm
Todd and Amie Pietro
Tim and Amber Pinnow
Chuck and Deana Pipher
Brian and Melissa Poletti
Richard and Beverly Porter
Kevin and Jennette Price
Dan and Elise Prinster
Tony and Sally Prinster
Brent and Dana Prosser
Wanda Putnam
Doug and Courtney Quimby
Robert and Judy Rea
Rembrandt by Mike
Paul and Laura Ricks
Rocky Mountain Section-American 
Association of Petroleum 
Geologists Foundation
Dan Roberts
Rockslide Brew Pub
Bryan and Erin Rooks
Matt and Beth Rubalcaba
Rush Realty
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Bob and Louise Sammons
Michael Santo
Joel Schaefer and Joyce Sekharan
Melinda Scott
Scotty’s Muffler Lube Car Wash
Kevin and Amy Shearrow
Shuman Peterson Appraisals
Ronald Sinton
Gene and Tish Starbuck
Billy and Cathy Story
Scott and Deena Sullivan
Sarah Swedberg
Andrew and Elizabeth Tait
Textbook Brokers
Tiara Rado Evening Ladies  
Golf Club
Timberline Bank
Triumph M, LLC
Richard and Joanie Todd
John and Elvera Tomlinson
Robert Traylor and Karen Hayashi
Turner and Beede Team
Brooke Tyrus
Tara Vagalatos
Melvin Valdez and Raquel 
Figueroa Valdez
Valley Restoration and Construction
Michael Varner and  
Kathleen Digre
Derek and Adrianne Wagner
Wagner Equipment Company
Erin Ward
Brent and Lynda Wareham
Richard Warner
Steve and Lenna Watson
Terri Wheeler
Which Wich
Sue Wiescamp
Marla Williams
Bob Wilson
David and Jane Wing
Hugh and Mary Wise
Xcel Energy
Susan Yeager
Robert and Leslie Zentner



•	CASH
•	APPRECIATED ASSETS
•	LIFE INSURANCE

•	RETIREMENT PLAN ASSETS

•	ESTATE AND LEGACY GIFTS
•	TRUSTS

The CMU Foundation is capable of 
receiving a wide variety of assets 
depending upon your philanthropic 
goals. Often a donor only considers their 
income when envisioning the investment 
they are capable and comfortable 
making. Each donor’s circumstance is 
unique and a careful review of your 
assets, family and life obligations, and 
potential tax benefits can reveal the true 
level of impact you can provide students. 
When considering any gift planning, 
please seek the advice of your own legal, 
tax or financial professionals.

	 SupportingCMU.org/give

	 Call 970.248.1902, M–F, 8am–5pm

Make your gift online or by calling the Foundation.

In honor of my late husband 
Dean and my mother Consuelo 
Murdoch Roy, I’ve established 
scholarships in each of their names. 
At this time, I fund each with 
annual contributions, but as part 
of my estate I’ve made plans for 
them to become fully endowed. 
Funding these 
scholarships 
in this manner 
allows me to 
immediately 
enjoy helping 
students while 
at the same 
time having 
the comfort of 
knowing Dean 
and my mother’s 
memory will live 
in perpetuity; as will the impact of 
these funds.

– Suzanne Quamme

DISCOVER MORE GIVING OPPORTUNITIES —
INCLUDE THE STUDENTS OF CMU IN YOUR ESTATE
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SupportingCMU.org

970.248.1902

The CMU Foundation 
Annual Report is printed 
on 20% recycled (10% 
post-consumer waste) 
paper using soy-based inks.   
Our printer meets or exceeds all 
Federal Resource Conservation 
Recovery Act (RCRA) standards  
and is a member of the Forest 
Stewardship Council and  
Sustainable Forestry Initiative.
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